Baulks took the dose of salts and other ingredients, administered to him by his wife, about ten o'clock on the morning of the 28th April. He was very soon afterwards seized with vomiting, pain of the bowels, and purging, accompanied with great prostration of strength. This illness, Mrs B. said, was the cholera, but would not hear of a doctor being called. To the neighbours who had come in to see him, Baulks said it was the dead scour that was upon him, and blamed his wife for the medicine she had given him. He continued ill, and gradually became weaker till seven o'clock p. m. when he died, having been ill nine hours.
At the request of the Sheriff of the county, I proceeded with my assistant, Mr Rae, now surgeon at Stirling, to inspect the body of Baulks, on the 3d of May, in order to report as to the cause of his death.
On opening the chest, we found the lungs to be affected with the blackness or spurious melanosis so frequently observed in the lungs of colliers.
When the viscera of the abdomen were exposed, no unusual appearance was observed externally. There was no appearance of inflammation at any part either of the stomach or bowels. The whole of the intestinal canal from the tongue downwards was carefully removed from the body without being opened, and the escape of the contents being at the same time prevented by ligatures. The coats of that part of the great arch of the colon in contact with the stomach were also corroded.
The blood-vessels of the parts affected were distended with hardened dark-coloured blood.
After macerating the remaining part of the stomach in water, and this being afterwards filtered, a white precipitate was obtained from a solution of muriate of baryta added to it, thereby giving evidence of the presence of sulphuric acid.
As already stated, I had no knowledge at the time of the dissection that poison of any kind had been swallowed, but when examining the abdomen, and seeing the above state of the parts, I observed to those beside me that the effects which the fluid in the abdomen had upon the fingers, of smarting and corrugation of the skin, which I experienced, was very much the same as those of sulphuric acid somewhat diluted.
Whether the immediate cause of death in this case was owing to hemorrhage from the wound in the throat; suffocation from blood in the air passages; the admission of air into the heart by the veins ; or to the sulphuric acid swallowed, it is not easy to determine. Probably more than one of these contributed to produce the fatal result. It is also difficult to determine how much of the disorganization produced by the sulphuric acid took place during life, and what changes took place after death. Upon these points I shall not at present venture to speculate.
A view of the appearance of the stomach and its corroded portion is given in Plate III. Fig. 2 
